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Tuyén duong sat Sai Gon - My Tho
dau thoi ky thudc dia

Nguyén Lan Dung®
Nhan ngay 19 thang 12 nam 2024. Chap nhén dang ngay 21 thang 3 nam 2025.

Tém tit: Duong sit 1a loai hinh giao thong xuét hién tai Viét Nam vao cudi thé ky XIX. Ciing
nhu nhiéu tuyén dudng st duoc thiét 1ap & cac nude thudce dia lac do, duong st & Viét Nam ngay
tir dau chi nham phuc vu cho quyén loi ciia nuéc Phap ma trude hét 13 binh dinh cac ving dit mai
chiém dong, sau dan dé thuc hién cac myc tidu chinh tri va kinh té. Chinh vi vay, tir thap nién 80 cua
thé ky XIX, thuc dan Phap di dau tu cho xay dung ¢ Viét Nam tuyén duong sit Sai Gon - My Tho.
Bai viét dat trong tdm phén tich qua trinh hinh thanh, xay dung duong sit Sai Gon - My Tho tir nhitng
budc khoi thao ban ddu cho dén khi tuyén dudng sit nay dwoc khai thac rdi chuyén giao vé chinh
quyén thudc dia quan 1y.

Tiur khéa: Duong sat, Sai Gon, M¥ Tho, thudc dia.
Phan loai nganh: Sur hoc

Summary: Railways were a new form of transportation introduced to Vietnam in the end of 19™
century. Like many railways established in other colonies at that time, railways in Vietnam were
initially designed to serve French's military, economic and Political interests. Therefore, from the
1880s, the French colonial authorities invested in constructing the Sai Gon - My Tho railway in
Vietnam. This article focuses on analyzing the process of establishing and constructing the Saigon-
M¥ Tho railway, from the initial planning stages until it was transferd to the colonial administration
for management and operation.
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1. Mé& dau

Dua trén céc chuong trinh phong thu thudc dia, khai thac thudc dia, cho dén cubi thap
nién 30 cua thé ky XX, thuc dan Phap da cho xdy dung ¢ Viét Nam mot mang ludi dudng
sat trai ra trén ca ba ky voi tong chiéu dai hon 2.300 km, 1ay tuyén Ha Noi - Sai Gon lam
truc chinh, tir 6 toa ra cac duong nhanh. Trong myc tiéu cta chinh quyén thyc dan, duong
sat, cung voi duong thity va dudng bo, s& tao nén mang ludi giao thong van tai dong bo, tir
d6 hoa nhap vao mang ludi giao thong van tai khu vuc, va do vay sé& 1 cong cu thiét yéu dé
thue hién cac muc tiéu quan sy, chinh tri va kinh té. Khong chi vy, duong sét - theo y dd
cta nguoi Phap cling s€ 1a minh chirng cho stc manh cia van minh phuong Tay ma nudce
Phap mang dén dé “khai hoa” xtr thudc dia nay. Trong cac tuyén duong sit do, duong sit
Sai Gon - My Tho 1a tuyén duong sit dau tién dugce xay dung ¢ Viét Nam. Thuc tién cta
qua trinh hoach dinh, xdy dung va van hanh tuyén dudng sit ndy, do vy s& phan anh duoc
su hinh thanh, phat trién ctia dudng sit ciing nhu hé thong giao thong van tai & Nam Ky noi
riéng, & Viét Nam no6i chung vao dau thoi ky thudc dia.

* Vién Str hoc, Vién Han 14m Khoa hoc xa hoi Viét Nam.
Email: nldunghn@gmail.com

91



Tap chi Khoa hoc xa hoi Viét Nam, sb6 8 - 2025

2. Nhu ciu xiy dung tuyén dwong sit Sai Gon - My Tho

Sau khi hoan thanh xam luoc vé mit quan su va buodc dau dat ach théng tri tai Nam Ky,
gidi chie Phap ¢ thudc dia bat dau nay sinh nhu céu xdy dung mot tuyén duong st & phia
Nam Dong Duong. Theo do, viéc phat trién duong sit - loai hinh giao thong dugc coi 1a tién
tién nhat lic by gid, trudc mit s& co ich loi khong nho trong viéc binh dinh cac ving dat
mcn chiém déng, sau dan va quan trong hon la de phuc vu cho cac muyc ti€u chinh tri va kinh
té. Nguoi Phap ky vong su ra doi tuyén dudng sit sé 1a co so dé nbi hen xr Nam Ky tru phu
- vung d4t ma Phap méi chiém, voi ha luu cua Campuchla tir d6 tién 1én Lao va xa hon 1a
Bic Ky, dé tir d6 xAm nhép vao Van Nam (Trung Qudc). Va nhu vy, ngudi Phap s& nhanh
chong 1am chu duoc Pong Duong va phia Nam Trung Qudc trong cudc canh tranh thudc dia
voi cac nude dé quéc khéc. Khong chi vdy, & mdt mirc 6 xa hon, viéc xdy dung & Nam Ky
mot hé théng dudng sit con duge cho 13 s& 1a co sd dé hoa nhap vao mang ludi dudng sat
qudc té ma Phap dang rat tham vong.

Niam 1874, nhirng so thao dau tién vé tuyén dudng sit nbi Sai Gon v6i Phném Pénh qua
nga Tay Ninh dugc Ky su truong Co quan Cong chinh Nam Ky luc d6 1a Eyriand des
Vergnes dua ra. Vi¢c lya chon xay dung tuyén duong nay duoc 1y giai nhu sau: “Sy thuan
loi cia h¢ thong giao thong tai phia Bic thudc dia (phia Bic ciia Nam Ky - Nguyén Lan
Dung), viéc ton tai mot tuyén duong dai 100 km ma khong cO tré ngai 16n gitra Sai Gon véi
Tay Ninh hién nhién s& hudng moi nghién ciru vé phia Bac” (Gentilini. R, 1886: 32). Phuong
an nay sau d6 khong duoc Théng soai Duperré thong qua véi 1y do khong hiéu qua kinh té
boi no chay qua khu vire ngép lut, dan cu thua thét, tire 1a khong thuén loi cho viée xay dung
duong sit (Nguyén Dmh Tu, 2016: 134). Nhu vdy, y tuong nay bi géc lai.

Mot thoi gian sau, van dé xay dung duong st duoc x6i lai. Nam 1879, dai uy cong binh
Perrusset va D’Infreville dugc giao phu trach viéc nghién ctru va tim phuong an xay dung
mot tuyén duong sit ndi Sai Gon véi Phnom Pénh. Khong 1au sau, hai vién dai ty trinh ban
bao cao diéu tra, trong d6 khang dinh su can thiét cuia dudng sit & Nam Ky nhung khong
ing ho phuong 4n dudng sat chay tir Sai Gon qua Tay Ninh roi dén Phném Pénh. Cing thoi
diém 4o, k§ su Thévenet ciing dé trinh mot phuong an duong sit khac chay trén dat Nam
Ky: tuyén duong sat sé bat dau tir Sai Gon, di téi Chg Lén thang dén My Tho va Tra Tan,
qua song Mé Kong, Mo Cay, C6 Chién va dan dén Vinh Long. Tir Vinh Long, dudng st
phan thanh hai nhanh: mdt nhanh dén Tra On kéo dai dén Soc Trang; mot nhanh nguoc 1én
phia phai song Mé Koéng, dén Sa Péc, Long Xuyén, Chau Pdc va cudi cung dimng lai &
Phném Pénh (Goucoch 5374). Nhu vy theo phuong 4n ndy, tuyén duong st s& ndi tir Sai
Gon dén tan Séc Trang va tir Sai Gon dén Phném Pénh.

K& hoach mé dudng sit nhanh chéng thu hit duwoc sy quan tAm cta chinh gidi ciing nhu
dan Phép ¢ thudc dia voi nhitng ludng ¥ kién khac nhau. Phe chong lai du an ma dai dién 1a
k¥ su truong cau duong Combier coi dudng sit 1a mot cong trinh xa xi va yéu cau phai tinh
dén loi ich cong nghiép, thwong mai ma nd co thé mang lai, bdi tai Nam Ky “phuong tién
giao thong di ton tai théng qua cac dong song va kénh rach - mot tuyén duong ty nhién ma
khong cong trinh nhan tao ndo c6 thé 1am cho ré hon duoc. .. Tuyén giao thong nay cho phep
tau thuyen co trong tai 16n hon nhiéu so v&i bat ky doan tau hoa nao, van hanh ca ngay 1an
dém. Tuyén nay khong tén bat ky chi phi bao tri hodc van hanh nao” (Cochinchine frangaise,
1880: 107). Phe ting ho thi nhanh chéng tan thanh, van dé duy nhét gay tranh cai 1 19 trinh.
Lo trinh du kién tir Sai Gon qua Cho Lén, Trang Bang, Ty Ninh dén Phném Pénh duoc dua
ra thao luan tai cac Hoi ddng. Két qua 1a: (1) Tai Hoi dong thanh phd Sai Gon (phién hop
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ngdy 22/4/1880): 12 phiéu chéng, 1 phiéu thuan, 1 phiéu tring; (2) Tai Phong thuong mai
(phién hop 15/5/1880): 4 phiéu thuan, 3 phiéu chéng; (3) Tai Hoi dong thanh phd Chg Lén:
Théng déc Nam Ky phan dbi viéc bat Hoi ddng phai chiu trach nhiém xem xét nhimg van
dé thudc vé 1gi ich cua thudc dia (Cochinchine frangaise, 1880: 107).

Tuy nhién, Thong doc Nam Ky duong nhu c6 vé nghiéng vé phuong an cua Thévenet,
ttrc 1a duong sat di tir Sai Gon dén My Tho, Vinh Long, Long Xuyén roi vong 1én Phném
Pénh nhu nhiing gi dng nay dé cap trong Chuong trinh c6ng chinh gui Giam dbc co quan
cong chinh ngay 15/6/1880: “T6i danh gia rang khong som thi mudn, s& can thlet dé chung
ta n6i dén Phnom Pénh bing mot con duong sat - con dudng mang theo cudc song va anh
sang dén mot ving hoan toan khong duoc biét dén, noi chi c6 mot vai nha tham hiém thinh
thoang di qua. Trong 10 ndm dAu tién, loi nhuén, bao gom ca giai doan thuc hién, co thé lén
dén 10 triéu. My Tho 1a chia khéa thyuc sy cia Mé Kong, diém gin truc tiép v6i Sai Gon;
cang song ndy duoc hira hen 1a twong lai rong mé va chung ta danh gia rang viéc giao thong
don thuan bang kénh bién khong du dap Ung... Cong trinh nay (duong sat) qua quan trong
dé chung ta khong can kéu goi su sang sudt va kinh nghiém cta nhitng ngudi co cting mong
muon nhu t6i vé sy vi dai va thinh vuong cua thudc dia chung ta” (Vilers, 1908: 120).

Giira cac ludng v kién khac nhau, ngay 22/11/1880, Hoi dong thudc dia hop va bo phiéu
3 van dé vé duong sit Nam Ky: (1) Vé tinh loi ich va dé an xay dung duong sit: 9 phiéu
thuan, 5 phiéu chong va 1 phiéu tréng, (2) Vé viéc kéo dai tuyén duong sat tir Sai Gon dén
Vinh Long: 9 phleu thuan, 5 phleu chéng va 1 phleu trang, (3) V& viéc kéo dai dudng sit
dén My Tho: 3 phiéu thuén, 11 phleu phan dbi, 1 phleu trang.

Véi két qua trén, Hoi dong quyét dinh bo qua tat ca cac tuyén khac ma chi tip trung xay
dung tuyén duong sat tir Sai Gon dén Vinh Long (Cochinchine frangaise, 1880: 122, 123).

Vén dé nay sau d6 dugc dé trinh 1én Bo Hai quan xem xét. Than trong v6i phuong an
trén, BO Hai quan giao Ho1 dong cong trinh hai quan phu trach viéc kiém tra, dong thoi tham
khao y klen ctia chinh quyén thudc dia. Thang 10/1881, Hoi ddng tra 151 nhu sau vé tuyén
duong sit Sai Gon - Vinh Long: chi thong qua viéc xay dung doan Sai Gon - My Tho bdéi
“day s& la mot tuyén duong sat nhugng trén mot quing dudng tuong ddi ngan (70 km) va
chi phi xay dung ban dau s& khong vuot qua 3.500.000 francs”; hodn lai viéc nhugng doan
Vinh Long - My Tho. Viéc thi céng cac doan tiép theo phu thudc vao thyc té sau nay
(Goucoch, 5374). Hoi dong ciing luu y “Sai Gon s& nbi v6i phan 1ong lon cua Mé Kong
bang dudng sit, van can phai nghién ctru tiép dé biét dau 1a hudng tét nhat dé mang dén con
duong xam nhap thang vao Campuchia va Van Nam” (Gentilini. R, 1886: 33).

Nhu vay, duoc khai xudng tir nim 1874, sau 7 ndm, dy 4n dudng sit & phia Nam méi
dugc thong qua. Tuy nhién, thay vi bat dau Sai Gon dén Phnom Pénh, 1én Lao voi do dai du
tinh 1a hon 200 km, thi nay 19 trinh dugc rat ngin chi tir Sai Gon dén My Tho voi khoang
70 km. Muc dich ban dau 1a xay dung mot hé théng giao thong nhap vao giao thong qudc té,
thi nay chi phuc vu cho loi ich viing. Thé nhung cho dén ca lic d6 thi trong cac cudc hop
cua Hoi dong thudc dia va cudc hop lién bd & chinh quoc van c6 su tranh luin vé viéc ¢d
tién hanh tuyén duong sat nay khong.

3. Qua trinh xay dung
3.1. Luwa chon nha thau

Ngay khi ké hoach méi duoc khéi thao, Tong thong Phap da nhic dén viéc nudc Phap
khong thé chi tra mot khoan ngén sach 16n cho tuyén duong sit nay.
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Ngay 19/1/1880 - tirc 12 khi 16 trinh v hinh thirc xdy dung duong sit con chua dugc quyét
dinh, J.Rueff - Ban quan tri cia Ngan hang Do Thai Kohn de Reinach d¢ trinh du an xin
duoc nhuong quyén khai thac tuyén dudng st nay. Sau d6, Thong déc Nam Ky va Rueff da
du thao moét thoa ude vai thoi han 1a 99 ndm. Tuy nhién, thoa udc nay khong dugce thong
qua va Rueff cling rat lui khoéi du an.

Ngay 30/6/1881, Bo truong Bo Thudc dia ra quyét dinh thanh 1ap Hoi dong dic biét chiu
trach nhiém tiép nhén va kiém tra hd so xin nhuong va khai thac duong sét (Gentilini. R,
1886: 34). Trong s6 cac nha thau, dang ké nhét 1a Joret - - mot ky su xay dung ¢ Paris. Ngay
8/8/1881, Hoi dong hop va bo phleu ddng y nhuong quyén xay dung va khai thac cho Joret.
Ngay 18/8/ 1881, thoa thudn vé viéc xay dung va khai thac tuyén dudng sit Sai Gon - My
Tho duoc ky két gitta Théng doc Nam Ky Le Myre de Vilers va Joret va sau d6 dugc Tong
théng Phap thong qua bang Sic 1énh ngay 24/8/1881 vdi nhimng diém chinh nhu sau (Trang
Phan T.H, 2011: 118, 119):

Viéc xdy dung va khai thac tuyén dudng sat duge tién hanh theo hinh thirc nhuong voi
thoi han 1a 99 nam.

Puong sat Sai Gon - My Tho s& chay qua hodc gan vi Chg Lon, Tan An va dua trén con
duong bo Sai Gon - My Tho.

Chinh quyén bao dam cho nha thau mot khoan loi nhuan t6i thiéu 3.852,50 francs/km moi
nam, twong duong 5,75% loi nhuén so vaoi s6 von 67.000 francs/km du tinh bo ra ban dau.

Néu doanh thu thuan cao hon 4.500 francs/km, phan lgi nhuan doi du s& duoc phan chia
giita nha thau va chinh quyén.

Chinh qudc khong chiu bat cir trach nhiém nao véi tuyén dudng nay.

Tiép do, ngay 27/12/1881, Hoi dong thudc dia ra Nghi quyét tan thanh nhitng diéu khoan
ctia hop dong.

Ngoai ra, ciing theo hop dong nay, ngay 15/11/1881, Jorret thanh lap Cong ty bao lanh
duong sit cac thudc dja Phap, c6 tru so tai Paris, s6 von ban dau 1a 2.378.000 francs dé dam
nhan viéc xay dung va khai thac tuyén duong sit (The Chronicle..., 1889: 627).

V& trach nhiém cia cac bén: nha thiu dam nhan cic cong trinh trén mit dudng sat; chinh
quyén thudc dia thuc hién cac cong viéc vé co s6 ha tﬁng gém xay cau, dao duong, dép dat,
xay dung céc cong trinh dan su, trong d6 viéc xay dung ba ciy cau 16n 1a Bén Lirc, Tan An,
Binh Dién dugc ty thac cho Hang G. Eiffel, de Levallois - Perret theo ban giao kéo da dugc
ky két rét som tir ngay 12/5/1880 (Gentilini. R, 1886: 38). Vi cac hang muyc con lai, dé day
nhanh tién do, chinh quyen uy thac cho Téng thau Morandi¢re theo ban giao keo ngay
18/3/1882. Theo do, nha thau thuc hién tit ca cic ndi dung vé co so ha ting ctia tuyén dudng
sat, trir ba cdy cau 16n voi mic khoan 1a 500.000 piastre va cong viéc dam bao hoan thanh
truoc ngay 31/12/1883 (Gentilini. R, 1886: 37, 38).

3.2. Xay dung

Theo ban thiét ké so thao do Pavillier - ky su truong Co quan cong chinh dé trinh ngay
1/12/1881, dudng sat Sai Gon - My Tho dai 69,9 km xuét phét tir Dai 16 Canton, qua dam
Boresse, toi Pong Ma M, Cho Lon, dudng thudc dia Sai Gon - Cho Lén, qua cau Binh
Dién, ¢én Bén Luc, Tan An, Tan Hi¢p, kénh Buu di¢n dén M7 Tho (Cochinchine francaise,
1881: 62). Ngay 30/10/1882, Théong dbc Nam Ky ky Nghi dinh cho phép khoi cong xay
dung tuyén duong (Nguyen Dinh Tu, 2016: 134). Puong sit s& sir dung loai duong ray khd
1m, tan dung co s& ha tang da c6 (phan chay chung duong thudc dia sé 4) va xay dung moi
(phén s& xay, tach biét voi duong bo).
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Pung nhu nhitng e ngai ban dau, viéc xay gip kho khin do dia hinh phirc tap, nhiéu dam,
kénh, rach, dt nén yéu, vat liéu xay dung khong san c6. Hon nira, day la tuyén duong sat dau
tién duogc xay dung tai Viét Nam nén kinh nghiém thi cong, trién khai gﬁn nhu khong c6. Theo
du tinh, viéc dép dat bao gém mo rong mat duong véi chiéu dai khoang 31,4 km va nin 38,5
km duodng s€ sir dung khoang 245.500 m?, chi phi udc tinh 1,6 francs/m (Gentilini. R, 1886:
35). Cong viéc nay theo ké hoach phai hoan thanh trude ngay 31/12/1883 nhung thuc té lai
tién trién chm chap. Xay cau la mot trong nhirng ndi dung phire tap nhat. Puong st s& chay
qua vdi 16 cau thép loai nho; 5 cau thép co tong chiéu dai 320 m, 46 rong khoang 30 m; 3
cau 16n 1a cau Binh Dién, cau Bén Lirc va cau Tan An bic qua rach Bén Luc ¢ Binh Dién,
song Vam Co Tay & Bén Luc, song Vam Co Pong ¢ Tan An (Gentilini. R, 1886: 35).

Cau Binh bién 1a cay cau dau tién duogc xay dung, dai 97,2 m, v6i 3 nhip dai 21,6 m va
4 nhip bién dai 8,1m. Thang 3/1883, viéc xay cau hoan thanh (Gentilini. R, 1886: 40).

Theo thiét ké ban dau, cau Tan An chay qua song Vam Co Tay c6 chiéu dai 221,5 m véi
mot nhip chinh gitra cau dai 80 m, 2 doan parabol & dau nhip nay dai 22,15 m, 3 nhip 21,6
m va 4 nhip 8,1 m. Tuy nhién, sau d6, ban thiét ké nay da duoc thay doi, trong d6 nhip cau
dai 80 m dugc thay bang 4 nhip dai 21,6 m dé phu hop véi viéc xay dung hé thong coc d&
tai chan cau (Gentilini. R, 1886: 42).

Cau Bén Luc duge khoi cong nam 1882 va theo duy tinh s& hoan thanh vao cudi nam 1883.
Tuy vy, dén cubi ndm nay, viéc xdy cau van chua tién hanh duoc 1a bao. Tham chi tir thang
10/1884 dén thang 3/1885, do nhiing tranh cai vé tai chinh, nha thau bo mic viéc xay dung
(Goucoch, 5371). Viéc cham ché hoan thanh cau Bén Luic chinh 14 1y do khién dudng sat
Sai Gon - My Tho trong giai doan dau khai thac phai chuyén tai tai Bén Lirc. Thang 5/1886,
cau Bén Lirc méi chinh thirc hoan thanh. Cau dai 342 m goém 3 nhip dai 60 m, 6 nhip dai
21,6 m va 4 nhip dai 8,1 m (Gentilini. R, 1886: 40).

Nhu vay, viée xay dung tuyén dudng st Sai Gon - My Tho kéo dai t&i hon 4 nam, tinh
tir khi khoi cong xay dung cho dén khi hoan thanh toan b - tirc la lau gip hai 1an so véi thoi
gian du dinh. Sy cham ché bat nguon tr nhing kho khan trong ky thuat thi cong, dia hinh
phtre tap, nguyén vt li¢u, thay d6i thiét ké va ca tir nhitng tranh chép vé tai chinh giita chinh
quyén va cong ty nhuong.

Doan dudng sat Sai Gon - My Tho ¢6 kho rong 1m véi tong chiéu dai trén ca tuyén 1a 70,827
km, trong d6 21,057 km nam ngoai tuyén duong cong cong va 49,770 km thude tuyén duong
cong cong (Doumer, 1902: 239). Ngoai 2 ga Sai Gon va My Tho ¢ hai dau tuyén, con c6 18
diém dd bao gdm 2 ga chinh, 11 ga xép va 5 diém dimg (Phung Hiru Phu - chu bién, 2006: 13).

Téng chi phi cho viéc xay dung 13 11.008.500 francs, trong d6 chi phi do cong ty nhuong
chi tra 1a 6.038.500 francs va va chi phi do chinh quyén thudc dia ddm nhén la 4.970.000
francs (Goucoch, 5374). Nhu vay, néu nhu so sanh véi du toan ban dau, kinh phi xay dung
da vuot 2 triéu francs, tic 1a tir 9 triéu francs 1én 11 triéu francs. V& phia chinh quyén thudc
dia, ho d6 15i cho cac cong ty nhurgng va cong ty thau da khong thuc hién ding tién do va
k¥ thuat ma hé qua cta né 1a nhitng khoan tién vu tréi khong dang c6. Cac hang muc khoan
trén thyc té gan nhu tang gap doi so voi gid thau ban dau, nhét 1a chi phi xay ba cdy cau 16n
tir 1,4 triéu francs di tang 1én 2,8 triéu franc. Chi phi trung binh cho 1 km dudng sit, do d6
tang 1én 155.000 francs thay vi 1a 120.000 francs nhu du tinh (Goucoch, 5374).

4. Khai thac
4.1. Giai doan 1884-1888
Khong phai doi dén khi hoan thién toan b thi tuyén dudng sit Sai Gon - My Tho méi di
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vao hoat dong ma ngay tir thang 10/1882, mét sé doan trén tuyén dudng st nay da duoc st
dung vao muc dich quan sy.

V& phia nha thau, dé nhanh chong thu hdi vén va trén co so tinh toan loi ich tir viéc khai
thac, nam 1884, Joret da ruc rich y dinh van hanh cac doan da hoan thanh la Sai Gon - Bén
Lic va Tan An - My Tho. Cudi thang 9, Joret thong béo cho cac c6 dong rang tuyén duong
hoan thanh dugc 4 trén 5 doan va da san sang cho viéc khai thac. Ngay 5/10/1884, cong ty
nhép vé 3 dau may, 4 toa hang nhét, 10 toa hang hai. Tuy nhién, yéu cau nay da bi Théng
dbc Nam Ky tir chdi vi nhimg ly do nhu duoc néu trong thu tra 161 Morandiere - dai dién cua
Cong ty nhuong duong sit Sai Gon - My Tho ngay 17/10/1884: “Tham khao y kién Hoi
ddng Tu mat va nghién ciru van dé, toi biét rang hai doan trén (Sai Gon - Bén Lirc va Tan
An - My Tho) chwa du diéu kién dé dua vao khai thac. .. Hai doan trén, cong viéc chua hoan
thanh. 10.000 ta vet van chua dap ing dugc dung yéu cau va can phai thay thé. San van ghép
cac cau nho chua xdy dung; mot s6 cong trinh phai thi cong trude cho viée khai thac van
chua tién hanh. Mot s6 khac, trude khi dua vao sit dung, chua hoan thanh. Poan dbc 1én cau
Binh Pién dang do dang. Cac hang rao ¢ nat giao dudng st chua duoc lip dit & moi noi.
Ngay ca khi thira nhan tinh hitu ich ctua viéc khai thac hai doan duong noéi trén, to1 cling
khong thé dong y cho 6ng thuc hién diéu do” (Goucoch, 5371).

Morandiére ngay sau d6 da phan ddi y klen ndy, boi: “Hai doan quan trong cua tuyén
duong d3 duoc hoan thanh, ngoai trir mot sé cong viée xdy dung nho c6 thé d& dang hoan
tat trong qua trinh van hanh. Béo céo cta Uy ban chiu trach nhiém kiém tra va nghiém thu
cong trinh x4c nhan rang tuyén dudng & trong tinh trang tot dé van hanh”. Do d6, “cong ty
hét stc ngac nhién khi thdy yéu cau ciia minh bj tir chéi... Thua Thong ddc, dung 1a ong da
bd sung rang, ngay ca khi thira nhén tinh hiru ich va viéc dwa vao vén hanh hai doan tuyen
da néu, 6ng van khong thé cap phép van hanh, bdi mot sé cong viée ¢ hai phan cia tuyén
duong van chua dugc hoan thanh nhu 6ng da liét k&” (Goucoch, 5371).

Khoéng tir bo, Joret kién quyét y dinh cua minh va trong thu ngay 14/11/1884 gui Théng
d6c Nam Ky, liy ¢ rang Uy ban tham sat va tiép nhan cac cong trinh da xac nhén hai doan
trén du diéu kién dé khai thac, ong ta nhic lai yéu cau ciia minh: “... Chung t6i hiéu mot
cach kho khin rang ngai di tir chdi ban hanh quyén khai thac cac doan trén. Trong subt 3
nim ching toi da thuc hién cong viéc ndy; cac cham tré xay ra - ma cong ty chung toi hoan
toan khong lién quan, da lién tuc ngan can chung t6i hoan thanh cac céng trinh cia minh.
Nhitng cham tré nay khong thé kéo dai thém nita ma khong gay ra nhiing thiét hai nghiém
trong cho chung t61” (Goucoch, 5371).

Joret cho rang, tién do thi cong cham tré chii yéu nam trong cac khau thudc trach nhiém
ctia chinh quyén thudc dia. Cudc tranh cii chi tam thoi chdm dirt khi cdu Tan An hoan thanh
va dugc Hoi dong nghiém thu ngay 9/7/1885 x4c nhan an toan k¥ thuat trén doan Bén Lic -
Tan An. Ngay 18/7/1885, chinh quyén ban hanh Nghi dinh cho phép khai thac tuyén duong
sat Sai Gon - My Tho (Nguyén Dinh Tu, 2016: 135, 136).

Ngay 20/7/1885, chuyén tau dau tién trén ¢at Nam Ky chinh thirc lan banh tir ga Sai Gon
dén ga My Tho. Tuy nhién vi ciu Bén Lirc chua xdy dung xong nén khi dén day, tau phai
chuyén tai trén séng Vam Co qua chiéc pha may hoi nudc loai dai. Pudng ray trén pha duoc
nbi lién véi duong ray trén bo (Nguyén Thanh Loi, 2011: 22). Viéc chuyén tai kéo dai cho
dén thang 5/1886 thi chAm dut khi tau Bén Lirc chinh thirc di vao hoat dong.

M3di ngay c6 4 chuyén tau xuat phat tir hai ga Sai Gon va ga My Tho, tau dimg tai 6 ga
xép. Trong thoi gian con phai chuyén tai, thoi gian di tir Sai Gon dén My Tho dai gan 71 km
1a khoang 3 gid 50 phut, trong d6 riéng doan Bén Luc - Tan An chi dai 15 km da mat 1 gio
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22 phut (Gentilini. R, 1886: 43). Tir khi duoc thong tau, quing thoi gian dugc rit ngén chi
con 2 tiéng v6i tau chd khach va 3 tiéng vé6i tau chd hang (tau cho hang dung lai ¢ tat ca cac
ga) (Phung Htru Phu - chu b1en 2006: 14). So v6i dudng thuy mat 12 tiéng thi 16 rang duong
st chiém uu thé hon han vé mit thoi gian.

Dé van hanh tuyén duong nay, ngoai phan kinh phi dau tu xay dung, hang nim Cong ty
nhuong va chinh quyén thudc dia phai bo ra mot khoan chi phi khai thac. Nam 1885, khoan
chi nay la 486.339,89 francs, nam 1886 la 624.611,74 francs (Goucoch, 5374). Trong khi
d6, loi nhuan thu duoc tir tuyén dudng qua thip nhu Béo cédo ciia Gubiand - Giam déc co
quan cong chinh Nam Ky (Goucoch, 5375):

Béng 1: Doanh thu dudng sit Sai Gon - My Tho (1885-1887)

Don vi: francs

Nam Doanh thu hanh khach ~ Doanh thu hang hoéa Tong

1885 16.196,10 226,09 16.422,19
1886 58.496,43 952,63 59.449,06
1887 76.509,76 2.572,19 79.081,95

Nguoén: Trung tim Luu trir Qudc gia 2, Phong Goucoch, 5375.

Mirc chi phi qua cao con ngudn thu vé khong dang ké chinh 1a nguyén nhan lam dy 1én
su chi trich tir Bo Hai quan va B tai chinh va nhat 1 tir nhiing phe phai ngay tir dau da phan
dbi dy 4n nay ca & chinh qudc 13n thudc dia, boi chinh quyén Nam Ky s& phai chiu trach
nhiém véi phan thiéu hut do.

Con vé phia cong ty nhurgng, sin nhitng bat dong tir trude v6i chinh quyén Nam Ky, cong
v6i két qua khai thac khong nhu ky vong, ngay 29/7/1886, Joret d¢ trinh 1én Thong ddc Nam
Ky ban kién nghi vé viéc diéu chinh phuong thic khai thac tuyén dudng nay: hodc chinh
quyén 4n dinh mic khoan mdi nam 1a 819.122,25 francs - tirc 11.336,94 francs/km; hodc
cong ty nhuong lai cho chinh quyén quyén doan duong nay voi khoan loi nhuan 1a 315.775
francs/ndm (Goucoch, 5374).

Sau nhiéu lan thuong thuyét, mai dén ngay 14/4/1888, thoa udc giita Théng ddc Nam Ky
va Joret ky két nam 1881 méi chinh thirc duoc huy bo (Blanchet, 1902: 39). Theo dé, chinh
quyén thudc dja mua lai quyén khai thac tuyén dudng nay va tra cho cong ty cua Jorret
315.775 francs/nam (dén nim 1893) (Goucoch, 5375).

4.2. Giai doan 1888-1911

Sau khi Joret “tra lai”, tuyén duong sat duoc giao cho co quan c()ng chinh Nam Ky tu
van hanh va khai thac. Vi 1y do ton kém nén chi sau mot thoi gian ngan chinh quyen quyét
dinh cho du gla khai thac duong sat Sai Gon - My Tho va phai doi dén cudc mé thau thir
hai, viéc chuyén nhuong méi dat két qua. Cong ty tring thau 1a Tong Cong ty tau dién hoi
nude Nam Ky. Ngay 15/7/1889, Théng déc Nam Ky va Cong ty Tau dién ky hop dong
chuyén nhuong viéc khai thac v6i thoi han khai thac 1a 10 nam, bat dau tir ngay 15/9/1889.
Ban hop ddng nay sau d6 dugc thay thé bang Hop dong ngay 28/6/1893 véi mot s6 ndi dung
dugc diéu chinh, bd sung nhu sau: thoi gian nhuong duge kéo dai dén ngay 31/12/1911. Vé
tai chinh, cong ty dugc nhan toan bd phﬁn doanh thu tir viéc khai thac duong sat, nhung phai
dong gop cho chinh quyén mot khoan phi bang mot nira lgi nhuan duoc 4n dinh 1a 5.500
francs/km. Mdi nam, cong ty phai chuyén cho chinh quyén 80.105 francs goi la chi phi tu
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sira duong. Chinh quyén bao dam viée stra chira va thay thé thiét bi dén khi hop dong két
thuc (Goucoch, 5374). Tu nam 1898, ngan sach lién bang thay Nam Ky tra khoan hang nam
cho cong ty Joret.

Béng 2: Két qua kinh doanh duong sit Sai Gon - My Tho (1888-1897)

Don vi: francs

Nam Chi phi Doanh thu Néam Chi phi Doanh thu
1888 413.736,85 278.029,76 1899 333.031,24 431.109,47
1889 313.825,33 252.400,30 1900 344.212,78 435.132,88
1890 240.520,22 283.756,32 1901 335.762,77 451.863,29
1891 286.012,30 308.537,87 1902 339.833,54 456.120,60
1892 309.152,27 331.675,88 1903 341.670,95 503.653,48
1893 278.781,81 321.890,71 1904 384.777,99 570.954,93
1894 307.513,91 317.694,24 1905 344.159,49 571.609,22
1895 259.828,65 351.889,82 1906 334.170,07 502.754,56
1896 300.060,22 372.329,11 1907 347.783,35 633.540,14
1897 298.018,33 386.438,29 1908 346.775,43 690.842,44
1898 314.718,78 395.910,60 1909 331.593,08 691.405,16

Nguoén: Trung tdm Luu trir Qudc gia 2, Phong Goucoch, 5374.

Vé chi phi. Chi phi cho viéc khai thac dudng sit gdbm ba nodi dung 13 chi phi sira chita
duong va cac cong trinh phu tro; chi phi timg phan va khai thac; chi phi khac. Tir nim 1888
dén nam 1909, tong chi phi cho viéc van hanh tuyén duong nay 1a 7.105.939,36 francs
(Goucoch, 5374).

Trong khoan chi nay, chi c6 chi phi stra chita la ¢d dinh 80.015 francs/nam (trir nim 1888,
1889 - thoi dlem thay d6i don vi khai thac). Chi phi ting phan va khai thac thuong chiém tir
21% dén 45% tong chi phi cho tuyen duong st mdi nim de chi trd nhén cong, trang thiét bi,
khoan phu trg, loi nhuan, thua 16. Cac noi dung chi khac gom lwong giam déc, nha ga, khai
thac, thué vin phong, chiéu sang, chi phi vin phong, y té chiém 31% dén 53% tong chi phi.

Vé doanh thu. Tir nim 1888 dén nam 1909, tong doanh thu 1 hon 9,5 triéu francs va c6
chiéu hudng ting dan. Ung véi do, hé sb khai thac cling ting tir 0,67 nim 1887 1én 2,08
nam 1909.

Xét trén téng thé, viéc kinh doanh mang vé cho cong ty nhugng va chinh quyén thudc dia
nhitng khoan loi nhuan twong dbi: tong s6 1ai tir nam 1890 dén nam 1909 14 2.603.731,83
francs (Goucoch, 5375), trong do6 riéng phan cong ty nhuong dugc huong la 1.790.574,46
francs, tirc 1a chiém hon 68% tong s tién 13i. Vé phia chinh quyén, tir nam 1898, viéc chia
131 voi Cong ty Tau dién chay hoi nuéc Nam Ky méi dugc thuc hién va sb 13i ma chinh
quyén thu vé cho dén nam 1909 1a 840.157,37 francs. Tuy nhién, v&i ca chinh quyén va cong
ty khai thac, muc 1gi nhuan nay dugc cho la qué nho.

Bén canh khia canh tai chinh, chiic ning vén tai ciia duong sat Sai Gon - My Tho ciing 1a
diéu can dugc ban dén. Pay c6 18 1a tuyén duong sat chu yéu dé vén tai hanh khach gitra Sai
Gon va mién Tay Nam Ky. Diéu d6 duoc biéu hién trude hét bang sb luot hanh khach di tau
qua cac nam. Nam 1889 1a 124.000 luot, 1893 1a 229.000 luot, hai nim 1898, 1899, s6 luot
khach 1an luogt 13 283.212 luot, 304.709 ngudi (Nguyén Thanh Loi, 2011: 23) va tiép tuc ting
trong nhirng nam tiép theo, cu thé: nam 1903: 371.194 luot; nam 1904: 343.679 luot; nim
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1905: 359.491 luot; ndm 1906: 342.379 lugt; ndm 1907: 442.109 lugt; nam 1908: 479.425
luot; nam 1909: 489.622 lugt (Goucoch, 5374). Lugng hanh khach tang ngoai ly do thoi gian
van chuyén nhanh thi mot phan con do tau dimg d6 tai nhiéu ga xép, ua dai vé trong 1u0’ng
hanh 1y, gia vé thip (Nguyén Thanh Loi, 2011: 23). Nam 1892, gi4 cudc ha 2/3 so v6i ban dau
va chi bang 2/3 gia cudc do tau thuyén chuyén chd. Tir nam 1902, gia vé hang nhét, hang nhi,
hang ba lan luot 12 0,1 déng/km, 0,065 déng/km, 0,35 déng/km (Beau, 1908: 428).

Tuong tng d6, doanh thu tir hanh khach ciing lién tuc ting qua cac nim. Trong co cu
doanh thu cta tuyén dudng nay, doanh thu tir hanh khach chiém ty trong 16n hon han so véi
doanh thu tir hang héa. Chi tinh riéng cdc nam 1902-1906, tong doanh thu tir hang khach 1a
2.270.568,94 francs trong khi doanh thu tir hang hoa chi 1a 334.523,85 francs (Beau, 1908:
428), tirc 1a chi bang 14,7%.

Két qua do6 1a di ngugc v6i muc tiéu ban dau boi tuyén dudng nay duge xay dung voi
muc tiéu s& phat trién giao thong ¢ mién Pong - mién Tay Nam Ky, tr¢ thanh con duong
giao thong huyét mach phyc vu vén tai hang hoa ma lon nhét 1a lua gao tir trung tam cua no
1a My Tho dén Sai Gon va tir d6 xuat khau van chuyen di cac noi. Theo ly giai cua chinh
quyén, ngoai dleu kién tu nhién (dat nén yéu, nhleu kénh rach...) thi co s¢ ha tang khong
ddng bo 1a yéu té can tro sy phat trién ctia tuyén duong sat nay. Nhiing bét loi d6 da duoc
chi ra trong bao cao cua Giam doc Co quan Cong chinh Nam Ky tai ky hop Hoi dong thudc
dia 1896-1897: “My¥ Tho nam rat xa phan 16n cic trung tAm san xuat 16n, va cac thuyen be
khi da dén duoc day chi con phai vuot qua doan dudng an toan va dé dang nhét dé dén Cho
Lén. Khong ¢ su so sanh vé khia canh an ninh giita viéc di lai trén cac kénh rach ndi My
Tho v61 Chg Lén va viéce di chuyén trén song Bassac hodc & mot s6 khu vue khac trén cac
nhanh cta con soéng... Cho Lén van chua co bat ky co so ha ting nao cho phép tiép can dé
dang dén cac nha kho ma khong can phai bdc d& va chuyén hang tén kém” (Goucoch, 5375).

Hon nira, tai khu vuc nay, giao thong dudng thuy chiém wu thé nhd mang ludi song ngoi,
kénh rach. Thay vi phai chuyén tai hai 1an tai cac dau ga, hang hoa c6 thé chuyén mot mach
tir trung tdm Can Tho dén thang cang Sai Gon theo dudng thuy. Khong nhitng thé, su da
dang va phong phtl ciia phuong tién van tai dudng song vai thoi gian hoat dong lién tuc cling
12 mot wu thé trong van tai hang hoa. Gia cudc van tai duong sit cao - so voi duong soéng,
cling 12 mot didu can noi dén. Tét ca nhimg diéu d6 cho thdy duong sit khong thé canh tranh
dugc voi dudng séng trén mang van chuyén hang hoéa.

5. Gia han hop ddng va mé rong tuyén dwong sit

Dt ¢6 nhimg han ché nhu vay nhung ca chinh quyén thudc dia 13n cong ty nhuong déu
quan tim dén viéc mo rong tuyén dudng nay trong tuwong lai.

Nam 1895, Giam dbc cong ty dé nghi chinh quyén phdi hop nghién ctru viée kéo dai
duong st tir My Tho dén Vinh Long véi chiéu dai khoang 97 km va chi phi dy tinh 1a
991.000 francs. Tuy nhién, du thao nay khong duoc chinh quyén Nam Ky thong qua.

Tiép d6, ndm 1897, trong du thao churong trinh cong chinh ciia Dong Duong, Toan quyén
Paul Doumer dit ra vin dé phat trién tuyén Sai Gon - My Tho - Can Tho dai 165 km va Sai
Gon - Phnom Pénh - Bangkok dai 890 km (Nguyén Thanh Loi, 2011: 21).

Nam 1908, Téng cong ty tau dién hoi nudc Nam Ky dé xuat gia han Hop dong thém 75
nim, kém theo d6 1a cac diéu khoan: cong ty chi tra chi phi kéo dai tuyén duong tir My Tho
dén Vinh Long, tang ty I¢ lg1 nhuan cho chinh quyén thudc dia; déi lai chinh quyén thudc
dia chiu trach nhiém xdy dung cac ciy cau, duong dip véi khoan dong gop cb dinh 1a
1.350.000 franc (Goucoch, 5374).
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Ngay 11/10/1910, Hoi dong thudc dia Nam Ky bo phiéu cac van dé cong chinh & Nam
Ky, trong d6 c6 duong sit Nam Ky: xdy dung doan My Tho - Can Tho theo hinh thirc déu
thau; viéc khai thac doan Sai Gon - My Tho - Can Tho s& giao cho mot coéng ty tw nhin; sap
nhap tuyén Khanh Hoa - Sai Gon vao tuyén Sai Gon - My Tho va giao cho cong ty tu nhan
khai thac (Goucoch, 5375). Tuy nhién, Nghi quyét nay cua Hoi dong Thudc dia sau d6 da bi
Théng dbc Nam Ky bac bo vao ngay 29/7/1911.

Ngay 26/6/1911, Téng Cong ty xe dién hori nuéc Nam Ky gii Théng ddc Nam Ky ban
Du thao kéo dai va nhuong tuyén duong sit Sai Gon - My Tho (cung véi du:ong dlen Sai
Gon - Cho Lén), khang dinh yéu cau xin kéo dai thoi han thém 2 nim den cudi thang
12/1913. Cong ty bao dam phan lgi nhuan va tién tra dinh ky cho chinh quyén khong dudi
520.000 francs (Goucoch, 5375). Thé nhung, theo K¥ su truéng Khu cong chinh Nam Ky,
viéc mé rong tuyén My Tho - Vinh Long thudc Chuong trinh dudng st do Paul Doumer dé
xudt nim 1898 bang khoan vay 200 triéu francs. Do vdy, viéc chuyén nhuong tuyén duong
nay phai do chinh quéc quyét dinh. Hon nita, vao nam 1911 khoan tién 200 triéu francs da
khong con di doi du dé xay dung dudng sit (Goucoch, 5375).

Cudi cung sau nhiéu tinh toan, tuyén dudng nay duoc tra vé cho chinh quyén thudc dia
quéan 1y va khai thac bat dau tir ngay 1/1/1912.

6. Két luin

Puong sat Sai Gon - My Tho 14 tuyén dudng sat dau tién dugc thiét 1ap ¢ Viét Nam noi
chung, & Nam Ky noi riéng va 1a doan dudng sat tht hai trong toan bo hé théng thudc dia
ctia Phap, sau doan duong sat Pondichéry tai An Do duoc khai thac tir ngay 15/12/1879
(Phung Hitu Phi - cha bién, 2006: 13). Xét theo chiéu huong phat trién cua lich sir, su xuat
hién ctia duong sit da hoan chinh thém mot bude phat trién cua mang ludi giao thong 6 Nam
Ky v6i ba loai hinh chinh 1a duong bo, du()’ng thity, duong sat. RS rang, tuyén duong sat Sai
Gon - My Tho da tao nén nén sy két ndi lién thong, nhanh chong giita Sai Gon va My Tho,
tir 46 di dén cac tinh Nam Ky thong qua céc loai hinh giao théng khac. Khong nhiing vay,
su xuat hién cia tuyén dudng sat nay con gop phan tao nén nhiing thay doi nhat dinh trong
doi song kinh té, xa hoi Nam Ky. Qua thyuc, duong sat Sai Gon - My Tho di phan nao thic
déy viéc trao doi, luu thong hang hoa, di Chuyén cua dan cu, hién dai hoa co s& ha tﬁng. Day
cing 12 mot trong nhiing tién dé cho sy ra doi ctia nhiing tang 16p lao ddng méi (gan lién voi
su van hanh cta dudng sit nhu cong nhan lam dudng, tho, nhan vién dudng sat, ticu
thuong...) cling nhu qua trinh d6 thi hoéa tai Sai Gon, Chg Lon, My Tho va cac khu vuc ven
tuyén dudng sit.

Tuy nhién, thyc tién ctia qua trinh x4y dung va van hanh cho théy tuyén duong sat Sai
Gon - My Tho khong dap ung duo’c nhirng muc t1eu “to tat” ban dau ma chinh quyen thuc
dan gan cho n6. Thay vi mot tuyen du’ong st noi lién tu Sai Gon dén diém cubi mién Tay
Nam Ky va Phném Pénh, sau nhiéu 1an tinh toan, tuyen duong rat lai chi con 70 km voi
diém dau va diém cubi 1a Sai Gon va My Tho. Tury y dd quan sy roi sau d6 kinh té, chirc nang
ctia duong sét cudi cung ch1 1a thac day véan chuyén hang hoa tir mién Ty Nam Ky ra cang
Sai Gon - Chg Lon dé xuat khau kiém 16i. Do véy, dudng sit Sai Gon - My Tho dugce coi la
mot that bai ctia thue dan Phap trong chién lugc giao thong van tai & Nam Ky khi gia tri van
tai hang hoa rat han ché, chu yéu 1a van chuyén hanh khach. Khong chi vay, trong mot khu
vue ¢6 diéu kién ty nhién thuan loi dé phat trién duong thuy thi duong sit khong to rd duoc
tinh uu viét. Vi chi phi khai thac dét do, vi gia tri kinh té mang lai khong nhu ky vong, tuyén
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duong sit nay sau d6 bi day di day lai gitta chinh quyén thudc dia va fur ban Phap, va kh1
khong thé di den mot thoa thun cubi ciing cd “101 cho ca 601 bén, tuyén dudng nay tré vé
v6i chinh quyén thudc dia. Du 1a vay, duong sit & Nam Ky van 13 tham vong cta thyc dan
Phép cho dén mii nhitng nim sau nay.
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