DOI: 10.56794/KHXHVN.11(215).22-28

Tuw twéng canh tan cia Phan Chau Trinh:
sur két hop gitra truyén thong va hién dai

Trinh Thi Thanh”
Nhan ngay 19 thang 8 nim 2025. Chap nhan ding ngay 24 thang 10 nim 2025.

Tém tat: Phan Chau Trinh (1872-1926) 14 nha tu tudng tiéu biéu ciia Viét Nam trong giai doan
cubi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX. Ong di dé lai dau 4n sdu sic trong lich sir dan toc véi nhiéu tu tudng
tién bo. Trong do6, diém sang nhét trong tu tudng clia 6ng chinh 1a tu twéng canh tan dat nudc véi
ndi dung cot 18 la: “Khai déan tri, chin dan khi, hfu dan sinh”. Tu tuéng canh tan ciia Phan Chéu
Trinh d3 trd thanh mét trao luu tu twdng tidu biéu cua Viét Nam lac bay gid. Trong pham vi bai viét,
tac gia tap trung phan tich ndi dung co ban trong tu tuong canh tan cua 6ng; trén co s d6 lam sang
t6 su két hop giita truyén thong va hién dai trén nén tang dan chi. Bai viét gop phan khing dinh tur
tudng canh tan cua Phan Chau Trinh khong chi c¢6 y nghia v6 cung quan trong trong cong cuce chan
hung dat nude luc bay gio; ma con quan trong déi v4i sy nghiép ddi méi & Viét Nam hién nay.

Tiur khéa: Phan Chau Trinh, tu tuéng canh tan, truyen thong, hién dai.

Phin loai nganh: Triét hoc

Abstract: Phan Chau Trinh (1872-1926) was a prominent thinker of Vietnam in the late 19" and
early 20" centuries. He left a deep mark on the nation's history with many progressive thoughts. Among
them, the brightest aspect of his thought is the idea of national reform with the core content being:
"Enlightening the people's intellect, invigorating the people's will, and enhancing the people's
livelihood." Phan Chau Trinh's reform ideas became a prominent ideological movement in Vietnam at
that time. This article focuses on analyzing the basic content of his thought of reform; thereby clarifying
the combination of tradition and modernity on a foundation of democracy. The article also contributes
to affirming that Phan Chau Trinh's reform thought not only was extremely important in Vietnam's
revitalization at that time but also is significant for the current cause of renovation in the country.
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1. Mé dau

Bit ky mot hoc thuyét, mot tu tuong nao ciing khong hinh thanh trén mét manh dat tréng
khong ma la sy ké thtra nhitng thanh tyu trude do. C.Mac viét: “Khong phai y y thirc cua con
nguoi quyet dinh ton tai cua ho; trai lai, ton tai xa hoi ciia ho quyét dinh y thirc ciia ho”
(C.Méc va Ang-ghen, 1993, t.13: 15). Tu tudng canh tan ctia Phan Chau Trinh ciing khong
phai ngoai €. Tu tudng cua ong la sy ké thira nhirng gia tri truyén thong t6t dep cua dan toc,
tinh hoa vin hoa nhén loai (chu yéu la Nho giao). Sy ké thira ay khong phai la sy sao chep
nguyén xi ma la sy chon loc nhiing yéu tb phu hop vai thoi dai, ddng thoi ké thira nhitng tu
tudng tién bd ctia van minh phuong Tay thé hién qua cac chu truong cai cach mét cach toan
dién trén tat ca cac linh vé gi4o dyc, van hoa - xa hoi, chinh tri, kinh té. Tu tuong cta 6ng la
su két hop hai hoa gitra truyen théng va hién dai vira phu hop voi dan toc nhung ciing hoa
nhép duoc xu huong phat trién cta thé gisi.

bé nghlen cliru tu tuong canh tdn cta Phan Chau Trinh - su két hop hai hoa gitra truyen
thong va hién dai, tac gia di sir dung cac phuong phép luan duy vat bién chiung két hop véi

* Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc X3 hoi va Nhan vin, Pai hoc Qudc gia Thanh phé HS Chi Minh.
Email: ttthanh081185@gmail.com

22



Trinh Thi Thanh

cac phuong phap cu thé khac nhu: thong nhét 16gic va lich str, phan tich va tong hop, dlen
dich, quy nap. Nghién ciru tu tudng canh tan cia Phan Chéu Trinh - sy két hop gitra truyén
thong va hién dai tir goc do triét hoc s& glup chung ta hiéu hon duoc sttc manh cia nhimng
gia trj truyén thong va nhung tu tuong tién bd van minh phuong Tay trong cong cudc canh
tan dat nudc giai doan cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX ciing nhu trong su nghiép ddi méi
toan di¢n ¢ nudc ta hién nay.

2. Noi dung c6t 16i trong tw twéng canh tin ciia Phan Chau Trinh

Noi dung cbt 151 trong tu twdng canh tin cua Phan Chau Trinh 1a “Khai dan tri, chin dan
khi, hdu dan sinh”.

Thir nhdt, “Khai déan tri”. Trude bdi canh dat nude “gan thanh nhu moét ngudi 6m ning gan
chét, kho ¢6 thube ma ctru chita duoc nita” (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.2: 52). Phan Chéu Trinh
da chi ra nguyen nhén 1a do trinh d dan tri nudc ta thip. Ong viét: “nhan dan nuéc Nam bay
gi0 ngu xuén nhu trau, nhu ngua, tha hd cho ngudi rang troi, cho ngudi danh dép, ¢6 mleng ma
khong dam kéu, gan chét ma khong dam than thd” (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.2: 61). So véi thé
gioi thi trinh d§ dén khi, dén tri cua nudce ta con cach xa van dam. Chlnh vi vay, Phan Chéu
Trinh dua ra gidi phap * Hay col trong nén hoa binh cta dat nudc néu ching ta khong mudn mua
ldy cai chét. Nhitng sy giai thoat cta chiing ta 1a nam chu yéu trong su hoc hanh, mé mang tri
tué (tirc 1a khong chi bang hoc ca)” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.2: 75). Ong chu truong bo 16i hoc
cli cting nhu khoa ctr Nho gido chay theo dia vi, hu danh ra lam quan dé huong bong 1oc tridu
dinh. Ong cling vOi Tran Quy Cép, Huynh Thac Khang va cac tri thie cap tién van dong mé
tmong day chitr quéc ngir, hoc tiéng Phap Phan Chau Trinh huong t6i mot nén gido duc thuc
hoc, gido duc phai chon ra nhimg ngu0’1 thye su ¢6 ning luc dé gilip nudc, gitp dan.

Thir hai, “chdn dan khi”. Kéu goi ngudi dan thure tinh tinh than tu luc, tu cuong, tu ton dan
toc. Dé thirc tinh qudc dan dong bao, Phan Chéu Trinh da nhéc lai qua khir hao hung cua dén
toc nham khoi day truyén thong t6t dep ma cha ong da gy dung, ong viét: “Thuong 6i ndi
trdi Nam, bién Qué/Ciing 13 ndi tri tué, anh théng/Sao cho ging chi, gang cong/Sao cho chang
phu con Rdng, chau Tién” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 354) hay “Léy lich sir ma n6i thi dan
toc Viét Nam khong phai la mot dén toc hén ha, ma ciing khong phai la mét dan toe khong
thong minh, thé thi vi 18 ndo & dudi cudng quyén bao ho hon 60 nam nay ma van con mé mudi,
bit mét via tai khong chiu xem xét, khong chiu hoc hoi lay cai hay, céi khéo cua nguoi”
(Nguyén Vin Duong, 2006: 112). Phan Chau Trinh ludn ty hao vé truyén thong tot dep cua
cha dng. Con duong tu luc, tyr cuong la con duong can thiét dé dua dan ta thoat khoi kiép ngua
trau, ong viét: “Xét lich str xwa nay, dan nao khon ngoan, thi lo tu cuong tu lap, muu 1dy sy
loi ich chung ctia minh, chtr khong ¢6 dén nao ¢t ngdi yén nho trdi cdy vua, giao cai quyén
hanh dong tat ca vao trong tay mot nguoi hay 1a mét chanh phu, khong luén ban, khong xem
x€t gi cd, ma ty nhién dugc thai binh, dugc tan t61” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 283).

Thir ba, “hdu dén sinh”. Hau dan sinh c¢6 mbi quan hé khing khit véi khai dan tri va chan
dan khi, chi khi nao thyc hién d ugc khai dan tri, chan dan khi méi thuc hién tot dugc héu sinh.
Héu dén sinh 1a lam cho nhén déan c6 cuc song 4m no. Vi vay, ong chu truong phat trién kinh
té, 1ap ra cac hoi budn, hoi dét vai, trong cdy, md mang thu:ong nghi€p, phat trién cac nganh
nghe Quan dlem canh tan kinh té ctia Phan Chau Trinh duoc coi la mot bude tlen s0 voi nén kinh
té tur cung tu cap lac bay glor Phan Chéu Trinh hlrorng toi xay dung nén kinh té hang ho4 va can
¢6 su giao luu voi nude ngoai. Ong viét: “Nghé cang ngay cang dua cang t6i/Vat cang ngay cang
méi dé coi/Chd chuyén di ban nudc ngoai/Loi trong da duoc, loi ngoai lai thém/Puoc nhiéu 16
cang thém tu bon/Rong ban budn khip bon phuong trdi” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2003, t.1: 358).

Tu tudng “Khai dan tri, chan dan khi, hau dan sinh” c6 mdi quan h¢ bién ching vo1 nhau.
Su két hop hai hoa gifta ba yéu té trén nhim muc dich xay dung mot nude Viét Nam viing
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manh, ngang hang véi cac nude tién bo trén thé gidi vé dan tri, dan khi va dan sinh. Tuy tu
tuong ctia 6ng vi nhiéu Iy do khac nhau nén da khong thuc hién duoc song nd van con glu:
vai tro quan trong trong sy nghiép d6i méi ¢ nudc ta hién nay. Phan Chéu Trinh “c6 thé coi
nhu mét chién luoc toan dién dé dat nudce thich Gng voi boi canh thé gioi durong thoi, da
phan cac nhan dinh, phén tich cua cu van dung trong bdi canh hién nay, khi thé gi6i khong
ngimg bién doi boi tinh trang toan cau hoa ngay cang ting” (Vinh Sinh, 2018: 138).

3. Sw két hop hai hoa giira truyén thong va hién dai trong tw twéng canh tin ciia
Phan Chau Trinh

Tu tuong canh tan cua Phan Chau Trinh 12 sy két hop hai hoa gitra truyen thong va hién
dai, thé hién qua nhiing nd lyc cia 6ng trong vigc gin gilt cac gia tri truyen thdng tot dep cua
dan toc, dong thoi tiép thu nhimng tu tuong tién bo tir phuong Tay trén céc linh vuc gido dyc;
van hod, dao drc, chinh tri, kinh té¢. Phan Chau Trinh da van dyng nhung chat liu truyen
thong lam nén tang nhung khong bao tha, cimg nhic ma ludn san sang hoc hoi va tiép thu
cac gia tri méi nham cai cach x3 hoi, nang cao dan tri va phat trién dat nude.

3.1. Ké thira nhitng gid tri truyén thong

Trudc hét, Phan Chau Trinh ké thira nhiing g1a tri truyén théng t6t dep cua dén toc duge
hun duc qua hang ngan nam lich st dyng nudc va gitt nude do 1a: Truyén thong yéu nudc,
doan ket hiéu hoc... truyén thong d6 duoc > xdy dung va gin glu trong suot chleu dai lich su
va la niém tu hao cua dan toc Viét Nam. Ong ludn tu hao vé tmyen thong t6t dep cua dan
toc, ong viét: “Pham di 1a mot dan tdc sinh toan trén hoan vii, da co mot cai lich st ctia dan
toc minh” nghia la g1n giir 1ay nhu’ng dac hay tinh tot may trim ngan niam nay 6ng cha dé
lai, khién cho nudc nao, din toc ndo ddi v6i minh cling phai dem long kinh trong. Noi tom
lai 1 cdi tinh chit clia dan toc da trai qua lau ndm két tinh lai nhu hoan chiéu mai khong
mon, nhu sat ngudi danh khong bé thi méi goi la dao dure duoc” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005,
t.3: 243). TruGe hét tur tuong canh tan 14 sy ké thira truyén thong yéu nudc cua dan tdc. Phan
Chau Trinh viét ¢ ‘long yéu nude cua nhén dan Viét Nam khong bao gio chét, chi bi cai doc
khoa cur va cai nén chuyen ché quan chu quan li€u lam mé di ma th6i” (Phan Chéu Trinh,
2005, t.1: 15). Chinh vi yeu nuGe nén 6ng ludn canh canh trong long: “Subt doi, toi chang
c6 suy nghi nao khac ngoai diéu tdt lanh cho dat nude t6i” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 88).
Truyén thong hiéu hoc cling 1a mot gia tri van hoa cua dan toc Viét Nam. Truyen thong do
dugc Phan Chau Trinh ké thira va phat huy trong sy nghi€p canh tan dat nudc. Ong rat coi
trong vi¢c hoc: “Cong viéc ngay nay ai co thé day ta thi ta xin 1am hoc tro, ai c6 thé nuoi ta
thi ta xin 1am con, nho on day dd nuoi nang diu dat 6m ap nhau, mong cho gidng noi sinh
ton & trén mit dia cau nay thoi. Bo noi nay sang noi khéc, di dau ma chang phai nho, nho ai
chang 12 nho, lai bao rang nho nguoi nay la vinh, nho nguoi kia la nhuc, cir lo ngay lo dém
tim cach no ké kia, ném di may muoi van cai dau, chay ra may muoi van Vung méu, vat di
bao nhiéu cai x4c rudi khong thém bau, céo khong thém an, dé mua lay cai dia vino 1€ méy
tram doi khong thay doi thi trong 1ong m&i ha moi swong, ngudi Nam diu méc bénh dién,
cung khong ai chiu lam nhu thé” (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.2: 64). Bén canh truyén thong
yéu nudc, hiéu hoc, tinh than doan két cling la mot yéu t6 quan trong ma ong da phat huy
trong qua trinh ctru nudc cua minh. Ong V1et “mot tay lam sao ma vo nén bop dugce. To6i
mong cac than si ¢ nhiét huyét biét tinh thé d6 hop sirc véi nhau ma viét 1én nhiing ban
thinh ciu dé thoat canh hiém nghéo... mot minh toi thi lam gi n6i" (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005,
t.2: 208) Trong con duong “Khai dén tri” ciia minh, Phan Chéu Trinh rat chii trong viéc hoc
ngoai nglt nhung 6ng cung khuyén moi nguoi hoc tap tleng me dé “Khén kho thay khi ngh1
rang con chau dong gidng An Nam chiing ta thich doc, néi va viét chit Nho va chit Phap va
coi nhe ngdn ngilr cha dng ta da hai hay ba ngan nam nay” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 191).
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Ngoai ra, tu tuong canh tan cua Phan Chau Trinh 13 sy ké thira nhitng tinh hoa ctia Nho
gido, Phat gido, Dao gido. Trong tam gido dong nguyén, Phan Chau Trinh chiu dnh hudng
nhiéu nhat tur tuong cua Nho glao diéu nay cling dé hleu vi 6ng von xuét than tir mot nha nho
yéu nudc. DPéi v6i Nho gido, ong cling rat cha trong dén nhu'ng chuan muc dao dtrc nhu: nhan,
1, nghia, tri, tin, can, kiém. Phan Chau Trinh viét: “Nhén la co long thu:ong ngu:o1 nghia la [am
viéc phai; 18 13 &n & c6 1€ d6; tri de lam vi¢c cho dung, tin 14 n6i voi ai cling gitr 101 cho nguoi ta
tin minh, méi 1am dwoc viée; can 1a phai lam viée 51eng nang; kiém la an & danh dum” (Phan
Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.3: 244). Trong tap tho Sant¢ ong da ban vé “Pao Vua” “Pao t61”, “DPao
cha”, “Dao me”, “Dao con”, “Dao anh”, “Dao em” “Dao chong” “Dao vo”. Nhiing gia tri ndy
duogc ong van dung dé gido duc nhén dén, nang cao dao duc xa hi. Trong tac pham “Pao duc
luén ly Bong Tay”, Phan da dé cap dén viéc can ké thira tur tu:orng ctia Nho gido Khong Manh:
“Dem vin minh Au chau vé tic 1a dem dao khong Manh vé. Pao Khong Manh 1a dao trung
dung thuong dung nhu com nude hang ngay, nhu kinh trong cha me; nhu thuong ngudi dong
loai” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 259). Trong tac pham Tinh quoc hon ca, Phan Chau Trinh
cling khang dinh: “Pao khong Manh ldy dan lam chi/Nghia vua dan giai du gan xa./Ttr khi cir
nghiép thiét khoa/Nam kinh, bén Truyén hod ra tro tin” (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.1: 367).

Tu tudng canh tan ctia Phan Chau Trinh 1a sy hoa quyén gitra nhitng gia tri truyén thong
cta dan tc va nhimg tinh hoa ctia Nho gido trong d6 tiéu biéu la quan diém lay dén lam goc.
Tu tudng trong dan, thuong dan, lay dan lam gbc da dugc céc tridu dai phong kién Viét Nam
phét huy trong cong cudc dau tranh chong gidc ngoai xam. Nguyen Trai da timg viét: “Viéc
nhan nghia ¢t & an dan/Quén diéu phat trude lo trir bao”, “Day thuyen cling 1a dan, 14t thuyén
cling 1a dan”. Khi nha vua hoéi tu:ong quan Tran Hung Pao vé ké sach gnr nudce, ong da khuyén:
“Khoan thu stre dan lam ké sau ré, bén goc 1a thugng sach gitr nude’ Ong cling tim thay trong
quan diém cua Khong - Manh luén coi trong nhén dan, lay dén lam goc, quan niém vé dan
quyeén trong tu tudng cuia Khong Manh né da ¢ true ca chau Au. Manh Tir d3 timg noi:
“Trong nudc dan 1a quy nhit, dat cat va vat san thir nhi, con vua 1a khinh” hay “c6 & cho dugc
long ngu’0’1 cung déan, moi dang 1am ng6i thién t” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 137) hay “Nudc
12 nude cta nude, chd khong phai cua vua” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 139) K¢ thira tu tu’ong
liy dan 13 gbc cho nén Phan Chau Trinh n6i v6i Phan Boi Chau: “Chi nén de Xuong dan quyén,
dan da giac ngd dugc quyén loi cia minh dan dan m&i c6 thé muu tinh dén viéc khac” (Huynh
Ly, 1992: 253). Ong 1a ngudi c6 cong rat 1on trong vi€c phat huy vai tro cua nhén dén, coi trong
strc manh ctia nhan dan: “Dén ta 13 thanh 13 than/Bén gan chic da, quy than ciing kiéng” (Phan
Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 356). Tom lai, tu tedng canh tan ctia Phan Chéu Trinh 1 sy ké thtra ¢6
chon loc va sang tao nhiing gié tri truyén théng t6t dep ciia dan toc, tinh hoa ciia Nho gido.

3.2. Tiép thu nhitng thanh tuu tién bg ciia van minh phwong Ty

Tu tudng canh tan ctia Phan Chau Trinh khong phu nhén nhiing yéu t6 tich cyc cua cai cil
ma ke thira chiing nhu mét co s& dé phat trién va d6i méi dat nude. Bén canh sy ké thira nhimg
yéu t tién bo ctia Nho gido va nhiitng gia trj tét dep cta dan tdc, Phan Chau Trinh da kich liét
ph€ phéan nhimg hu tyc, théi quen lac hau, mé tin di doan chi biét cau troi, khin Phat ma khong
chiu no6 lyc co gang Ong viét: “Nguoi minh khong tu cuong, tu mién/Chi mo mang nhimg
chuyén hu vo/Bo cho tai ma, tai md/Pb cho s6 phan, d cho tai thoi/Vige gi cling cau Troi, khan
Phat/Con minh thi tinh quan toan quanh/Thugng lwong, gia thu, xuét hanh/Trim diéu giir 14y
ngtl hanh khu khu” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 355-356). Ong ciing “Trach nhung ké su nho
day bao/Viéc nhan tam thé dao 1am ngo/Bit d4u di day van tho/Ngii ngon, bat c6 1o md nghia
den/Mong cho biét dua chen danh loi/Tim nhitng duong hu bai ma di” (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005,
t.1: 343- 344) Phan Chau Trinh phe phan kich liét phuong phap day hoc truyén théng con mang
ndng tinh “tam chuong trich cu”. Doan tuyét véi nhu’ng quan dlem lac héau, Phan da hudng toi
nhiing gi tri tich cuc cia Nho gido dé canh tan dat nudc trén tat ca cac linh vuc.
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Thir nhat vé gzao duc, Phan Chau Trinh mong mudn d6i méi nén glao duc truyen thdng, X04
bo nhung yéu to ¢6 hu, lac hau khong con hop thoi cude ctia Nho g1ao Ong viét “Thiét chang
biét cai nho hoc 1a gi, ma cling nhim mét lai ché€ can cai van minh méi la moi rg!” (Phan Chau
Trinh, 2005, t.3: 266-267). Ong phé phan nén gido dyc Nho gia “tAm chuong trich ¢ thién vé
ly thuyét, sach Vo khong mang tinh thyc tién. Dong bao ta bao doi nay vi hoc dao Khong - Manh
1am lac ma dat nudc trg nén yeu hen. Trong quan diém canh tan gido dyc cua minh 6 ong huéng
t6i xdy dung mot nén gido duc thuc hoc chtr khong phai dé 1am quan huong bong 1oc cua triéu
dinh. C4i su hoc ctia Phan Chéu Trinh 13 dé 1am phuong tién giai phong quan ching. Quan diém
nay cua ong chiu anh hudng boi nha gido duc noi tiéng Nhat Ban Fukuzawa Yikichi, ong cho
rang: “Trudc hét phai hoc nhiing mon hoc thuc dung can thiét cho cudc séng hang ngay”
(Fukuzawa Yikichi, 2007: 26). Chuyén hanh trinh sang Nhat Ban nim 1906, d& mo mang tAm
nhin ctia Phan Chau trinh. Ong nhan thiy duoc su hung cuong cua nudc Nhat 12 nho vao viée
hoc hoi Tay phuong. Vi vy, ong bay to quan diém “stic ta con non nét chi bang ¢6 nhin nhuc,
dé hoc lay nhirng di€u kha thu cua ngudi, cuong thinh manh mé dan 1én roi s& di t6i tu cach doc
1ap” (D6 Thi Hoa Héi, 1996: 71), Ong rat chd trong xdy dung mot nen glao duc thyc hoc ¢ tuy
theo strc minh, budc mot bude cho chic mot budc, nghia 13 hoc nghé nao thi hoc cho dén noi
dén chén, luc vé bén ta lam thue sy ra cho nguorl thay, de lam guong cho ngu:cn sau, dé giuc long
ngudi ta vao dang thyc hoc, ay la thuong nudc day, ay la thuwong noi glong day” (Phan Chau
Trinh, 2005, t.3: 208). Bong thoi xay dung mot nén gido duc hién dai va chuyen sau nhu chau
Au, 6ng viét: Nhung nguoi ban xir 13 nhimg ké dau tién doi hoi phai c6 nén giao duc hién dai
va chuyén sau. Néu c6 duoc nhitng trLrong chuyén nghlep nhu chau Au, vanéu mudn trd thanh
quan thi khong nhiing phai tot nghlep O cac truong d6 ma con phai hoc day du cac mon hoc can
thlet thi s0 vién chure ban xtr s€ c6 hoc thirc va it hon. Nguf(n ta s€ khong con thiy & ' Dong Duong
s6 ngudi ban x1 chi ¢6 bang ma khong co chd lam, vadola mam mong ctia su bat mén” (Phan
Chau Trinh, 2005, t.2: 126). Ong ciing rat ch trong dén viéc hoc ngoai ngtr, trong tac pham van
xudi Ngu’m Nam nén hoc chir Phap Cu Phan Chau Trinh da khuyen khich viéc hoc ti€ng nude
ngoal Cu noi: “Anh em chua nén nghe viéc ngoai (viéc Dong du) voi, trude hét pha1 hoc tiéng
nudc ngoai da” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.2: 47). Day dugc coi la bude tién ciia ong trong sy
nghiép canh tan glao duc nudc nha. Dé hlen thue hoa tu tudng gido duc cua minh, Phan Chau
Trinh cung VO cac si phu yéu nudce thanh lap truong Dong Kinh nghia thuc va 6ng dam nhan
thuyét giang tai truong. Ngoai viée dlen thuy€t ong cung tich cyc thanh lap céc trudong hoc. Ong
luon khao khat chay bong canh tan dat nudc trén tat ca cac linh vyc dé dwa mot dan toc dang
chim d4m trong ndi dau mat nudc phai thire tinh ma ciru lay glong noi cia minh, tir d6 xay dung
mét nude Viét Nam tu lye, tw cuong va hdi nhap voi thé g10’1

Thir hai, vé vin hod - xd héi, Phan Chau Trinh la nguoi duoc tiép XUc vOi van minh phuong
Tay kha sém nén ong nhéan thay sy can thiét phai thay doi van hoa, 101 song clia nguoi Viet.
Theo Phan Chau Trinh, s& di nudc ta yéu hén ciling boi ¢ ‘phong tuc cau tha” “nhén tam khlep
dog”. Vi viy, ong da dem cai nép song van minh ctia chdu Au dé thirc tinh dong bao ta. Ong
nhin manh: “dem van minh that cta Au chau ma hoa hi€p voi nho glao that cia A dong, chod
khong phai nhu may anh hi nho thu cyu goi 1a qubc tuy qudc hon, may anh tay hoc lem nhem
goi tw do doc lap ¢ dau ludi dau” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 259). Phan Chau Trinh la nguoi
dau tién bay to quan diém can c6 su dung hop van hoa Dong Tay. Su két hop nhimg dao duc
luén 1y ct cia Nho gido v6i nhiing quan diém tich cyc chir khong phai su ké thtra nguyén xi.
Ong Vlet “T61 no6i dao dirc cli khong phai 1a con pha1 lam t6i moi cho cha, v¢ phai 1am t6i moi
cho chdng, dan pha1 lam t6i moi cho vua dau, ma chinh la cai dao dirc trung dung cta Khong
Manh dem dung vao doi ndo cling dugce, khong c6 khong kim, khong dong khong tay” (Phan
Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 263). “Néu ta dugc mot it dao dtrc cua ta, thau thai dao durc cua Au chau
dem diéu hoa, lai Kkhoang truong luan ly ta ra cho c6 quéc gia luén ly, nghia la khién dan Viét
Nam ai ai ciing, déu biét nghia vu dbi voi nude Viét Nam, thi chang nhiing nuéc Viét Nam duoc
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giau manh ma trong thé giéi nay bat ky dan ndo mudn dén an chung & dau véi dan Viét Nam
cling khong dam dem long khinh dé nita” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 263).

Tur sy phén tich dao durc luan ly Pong Tay, cai hay cai do cua n6, Phan Chéu Trinh ho
hao quic dan ddng bao: “Ta da biét nudc ta mat cung vi mét dao duc luan ly, dan ta hén
cling vi mat dao duc luan 1y, bi ngudi khinh bi giay xéo cling vi mat dao dirc luén ly, vay thi
phai sira d6i boi dép nén dao dtrc luan 1y cia ta 1én. Vay thi anh em ta phai boi dap 1én”
(Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 263). Bén canh d6, Phan Ch&u Trinh ciing la mot ngu(n tién
phong trong viéc cét toc ngén, mac au phuc cit mong tay.. . Ong con tién hanh xo04 bé nhimng
phong tuc lac hau anh hudng dén cong cudc duy tn dat nudc nhu: mé tin di doan, ma chay,
cuoi hoi.. Dong thoi, Phan cling da chi ra nhung yéu t6 tién bo cua van minh phuong Tay:
“Nguoi ta lay dudng s1nh lam tru’orng/Cot lac con mic sudng dn sung/Chét di nham mit 1a
Xong/NhU: g0, nhu d4 thoi khong biét gi” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 351) con “Nguoi minh
sdng an can, mic rach/Khong cai gi dang thich dén minh/Chét rdi ma dam danh ranh/ Bay
ra rude khach hanh trinh, phu trang” (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.1: 352).

Thit ba, vé chinh tri, khong chi chu trong Xay dung dao duc, 6ng con chi trong cai cach chinh
tri. Phan Chau Trinh la ngu:01 chu truong xo0d bo ché do quéan cha chuyen ché phong kién xay
dung nén dan chi, noi ma quyén lyc thudc vé nhan dén. Day duoc coi 1a mot tu urong hét strc
tién bo cua ong trén con duong canh tan dat nuéc. Ong da tlep thu nhung tu ‘urong cua phuong
Tay, dac biét 1a cac gia tri cua chu nghla dan chu, phap tri va tu urong ve€ quyén con ngudi. Sau
khi sang Phap, ong da nghién ctru va hoc hdi cac moé hinh phat trién ctia chau Au, dic biét 1a cac
nguyén tic vé dan chu, ty do, va binh dang. Phan Chau Trinh cho rang cac gia tri hién dai nay
1a chia khoa dé dua Viét Nam thoat khoi tinh trang lac hau va phat trién ngang tam véi cac quoc
gia tién tién trén thé gidi. Ong dé xuat xay dung mot xa hoi phap tri, noi quyen loi ctia nguoi
dan dugc bao dam thong qua ludt phap, va dé cao vai trd cua g1a0 duc trong viéc tao ra nhitng
cong dan ¢ tri thire, tyr tin va ¢6 trach nhiém. Khong chi mong mudn gianh doc 1ap cho dan toc,
mo mang dén tri cho nhan dén ma 6ng con dat ra nhiém vy rat quan trong 1a Xay dung cho nhan
dan ¢6 cudc song 4m no, hanh phic (h&u dan smh) Vi Vay, trong chu truong xay du’ng luén ly
qudc gia, Phan Chau Trinh trén co s& két hop gitra nhimg gia tri van minh Au chau va tur tuong
ctia Nho giao Khong - Manh véi ndi dung c6t 16i la dé cao dan chu. Ong coi chu nghia dan chu
chinh la mét vi thu6e rat hay, ding dé chira cai doc chuyén ché cua minh. Ong chi ra cai hay
trong quan diém dan chu cua phuong Tay: “Ngum ta chang ‘urong mo quyen tude/Lam quan cot
gitp nudce gitip dan/Nhimg ngudi khanh tuéng cong than/Ai ai ciing pha1 lay dén lam ne” (Phan
Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 356). Nhu vy, thyuc chit tur tuong dén chu cua 6ng, dé cao quyen binh
dang cua con nguoi, kéu g01 x0a bo moi hinh thire 4 ap birc, boc 16t dé huéng con nguoi cé mot
cudc song am no, tu do va binh dang Khi danh gi4 vé quan dlem dan chu cua Phan Chau Trinh,
Nguyén Vin Xuén trong tac pham Phong trao Duy tan da viét: “Phan Chéau Trinh vugt lén y y
thirc hé cii, day vua quan vao hau truong, day Nho g1a0 vao tang vién, dat Dan quyén 1én ngai
vang. Tic 1a ong mudn chdm dit quan hé van hoa v6i nude Tau cii dé tiép thu Van hoa Tay
phuong qua mét du phong nude Vigt mév’ (Nguyen Van Xuan, 1995: 33).

Thit tw, vé kinh té, nhan thic su lac hau ciia nén kinh té nudc ta v6i quan diém trong
nong uc thwong” da khong con phu hop. Vi vay, Phan Chau Trinh khuyén khich nguoi dan
phai cham lo phat trién kinh té hoc hoi nhitng cai hay, cai dep cua phuong Tay. Ong ciing
da co su so sanh vé nhiing céi hay cai tot ciia van phuong Tay ddi i 1ap v6i nhitng phong tuc
lac hau ctia nu6e nha dé ngudi nude ta nén hoc hoi va phat huy Ong viét: “Nguoi ta trong
c6 tai c6 nghiép/Ké khong nghé ca kiép kho hén.../Ai ai cling ¢6 trong thdn mot nghe” (Phan
Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 345-346); “Ngudi ta ¢t can chuyen cong viéc/Tiée thi gid hon tiée
bac vang (Phan Chéu Trinh, 2005, t.1: 354) Con ngudi minh: “Nguoi minh du vung vé tram
thirc/Lai khoe rang si nhat tir dan/N gudi khanh tuéng, ké tin than/Trim nghé, héi cé trong
tay nghé nao” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 346); “Ngudi minh choi luu lién vong phan/
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Choi thi choi cho chan, cho mé/Choi cho phé san vong thé/Choi cho hét nghiép hét nghé
mdi thoi (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.1: 354). Trude thyc trang do, Phan Chau Trinh khuyen
dan minh hay hoc hoi céi hay cua ho phai hoc 14y mot nghe biét chung von lam 4n, cai tién
may moc, 1am n c6 gio co gidc, san xuat nhidu mit hang dé di ban ¢ nudc ngoai. .

Tur sy phan tich néu trén, cho thay Phan Chau Trinh khong chi chay theo nhiing gla tri hi¢n
dai mot cach dap khuon, cimg nhic ma ludn co su két hop mot cach co chon loc dé tlep thu
nhitng gia tri tich cuc cua phuong Tay nhung van gin giit va bao ton nhiing gia tri truyén théng
ctia dan toc cling nhu tinh hod vin hod nhan loai. Sy két hop nay gitip Phan Chau Trinh dua ra
nhitng giai phap cai cach toan dién v6i muc dich cudi cing 13 giai phong dan toc, xdy dung mot
nude Viét Nam giau manh. Tu tudng canh tin ctia Phan Chéu Trinh 13 sy giao thoa giita hai nén
van hod Dong - Téy, gitra cdi cli va cai méi nén 6ng cd cai nhin toan dién hon vé vin hoa va con
nguoi Viét Nam. Su két hop nay theo Phan Chau Trinh khong gidng nhu viée ghép cay: ¢ “Van
biét phép chap cdy cua nguoi Tay 1a tai tinh that, nhung nay dem mot cay rat twoi t6t nhu cay
dao dtrc ciia Au chau kia chip voi mot cdy dé coi coc nhu cdy dao dirc cuia nude nha ta, tudng
khong tai nao ma sinh hoa tuoi qua t6t duogc. Mudn cho su két qua sau duge dep d&, tudng trude
khi chip ciing nén boi bd cho hai ciy bang nhau da” (Phan Chau Trinh 2005, t.3: 262). Phan
Chéu Trinh ca ng0’1 van minh Au chau nhung véi Ong khong phai cai gi cua van minh Au chau
déu tét dep do do viéc tiép thu nhung yéu t0 ngoai lai can phai 6 sy chon loc: “Vay cho nén dan
Au chau ho cung khong c6 thé nao t6t tron. Bén Au chau ho cung c6 nhiéu cai do, nhu nam nir
tu do thai qua ly ly hiép hiép rat thuong, thanh ra dudng sinh san kém 1an ma dan s khong
thém; nhu glau nghéo cach biét qua ngudi ngdi an khong, ké cam dau lam, thanh ra ké lao dong
V61 nguoi tu san xung dot nhau, va trong nude khong duoce yen Mé tin quéc gla chu nghia vé
doi Trung b qua, chi biét yéu nudc minh ghét nude nguoi cho nén chi mang céi hoa chinh chién
mdi mai. Trong vé tri duc cho nén nhing ngudi chau Au thuong chuong Ve su ngoal glao nhiéu
ma lang su thanh thyc” (Phan Chau Trinh, 2005, t.3: 262). Vi vay, khi hoc hdi cai hay cua van
minh phuong Tay khong phai cai gi cling hoc ma phai ¢6 sy chon lgc. Pung Vay, tu tuéng canh
tan ctia Phan Chéau Trinh thyc sy 13 mot su két hop doc déo glua truyen thong va hién dai. Ong
khong chi 1a mdt nha yéu nude ma con 1a mot nha tu tudng sau sac, cd tam nhin xa trong rong.

4. Két luan

Tu twong canh tin cta Phan Chau Trinh 1a mot sy két hqp hai hoa gifra nhitng gia tri
truyén thong t6t dep ctia dan tdc, tinh hoa vin hoa nhan loai va dic biét 1 nhitng thanh tuu
cua van minh phuong Tay, chinh sy két hop nay di tao nén stc hap dan trong tu tudng cua
ong. Cho dén nay, tu tuong ay van con co nhiing gia tri to 16n trong cong cudc xay dung va
phat trién dat nudc trén tat ca cac linh vuc hudng t6i xdy dung mot nude Vit Nam giau
manh, dan chu, van minh. Tu tudng canh tan 1a mdt di sdn quy bau cia dan toc Viét Nam.
Lich sir ¢6 thé phé phan con dudng ciru nude ciia ong nhung nhitng thanh tyu trong su nghiép
canh tan d4t nudc ma Phan Chau Trinh dé lai mai 13 anh sang soi duong cho thé hé hom nay
khong nging hoc tip dé doi moi toan dién dat nude.
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